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Irony and Hope

ONE of the most ironic facets of the history of aero-
nautical development is the interrelation between the

technologies of destructive and constructive applications of
aviation. While air power is being used in a devastating
war in Southeast Asia, substantial progress is being made in ex-
panding the capabilities of air transportation to better serve
the needs of peoples and nations for communication and dis-
tribution. The irony lies in the indisputable fact that much
of this progress has resulted from research and engineering
techniques that originated in requirements for weapons
systems.

There is danger in recognition of this fact. It could be
easily concluded that the ultimate good which is produced by
this process justifies the concentration on means of destruc-
tion. On the other hand, it can be argued that if the energies
devoted to defensive and offensive purposes were channeled
into attacks on the basic causes of human conflict, even greater
strides could be made. The fact that an increasing amount of
attention is being given by AIAA to solution of community
problems through techniques developed in aerospace pro-
grams provides a ray of hope.

The Journal of Aircraft, of course, is concerned primarily
with the aspects of this approach which are related to trans-
portation systems. Recent AIAA meetings have presented
forums for discussion of many aspects of the problems asso-
ciated with these systems and we are glad to have the oppor-
tunity to publish the resulting papers. The continuing devo-
tion of the aviation industry to improvement of intercity and
intercontinental travel throughout the broad spectrum from
VTOL to hypersonic flight will make increasingly im-
portant contributions to the general welfare and progress of
mankind. We applaud the engineering community for this
recognition of its responsibility to the society in which it
flourishes.

There is no intention here to denigrate the valuable con-
tribution of the defense industry to technological progress
or its importance to the security of free peoples. The very
fact that its technology is being used to further civilian de-
velopments demonstrates the concern of the entire aerospace

community for social betterment. Nevertheless, it is our
hope that the day is not too far distant when, instead of
"beating our swords into plowshares," we will build "plow-
shares" in the first place. It will save a lot of beating.
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